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Paknejad Holds His First Meeting
as Petroleum Minister

Following winning

a vote of confidence
from the parliament
yesterday, the new
Petroleum Minister
Mohsen Paknejad held
his first meeting today
in his office at the Pe-
troleum Ministry.
During the meeting,
he held talks with the
Council of Deputies,
comprising existing
deputies of the min-
istry who provided
reports about their
performances over the
past years in office.As
part of the discussion,
Petroleum Minister

\
D

imadghiali

Mohsen Paknejad said
that he has no plans to

solve the gasoline im-
balance by interfering

7.9! .

0

in prices but intends to
deploy non-price solu-

tions to the problem
whose implementa-
| tion goes beyond the
Petroleum Ministry
authorities and needs
cooperation with other
ministries and govern-
mental organizations.
i In asign of respect,
upon his arrival at the
Petroleum Ministry as
the petroleum minister
of the 14th administra-
tion, Mohsen Pakne-
jad, attended the tombs
of three unknown
martyrs, buried in the
Central Building of the
ministry, to pay respect
and recited Fatiha.
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Paknejad Takes the Helm as Petroleum Minister

Mohsen Paknejad won the vote
of confidence of the parliament
to become the petroleum minister
of the 14th administration.
Shana’s correspondent reported
from the Iranian legislature body
that 222 members of the parlia-
ment voted for him to obtain a
decisive vote to take the helm

of the Petroleum Ministry.Early
Iranian week on Saturday, the
president Masoud Pezeshkian
submitted the names of his picks
for 19 ministers to Parliament
for approval including Mohsen
Paknejad as the petroleum minis-
try nominee. Born in 1966 in the
capital city of Tehran, Mohsen
Paknejad has a bachelor’s degree
in electrical engineering from
Tehran University and a master’s
degree in Industrial engineering
from the Amirkabir University

served in the Petroleum Ministry
as the deputy minister of petro-
leum for supervision over hydro-
carbon resources from 2018 to
2021.Paknejad started his career
in the early 1990s in the Ministry
of Energy and then moved to

the Petroleum Ministry in 1997

where he has served in different
managerial posts.The following
are several posts he has been in
charge of over at least the past
twenty years:

Advisor to the petroleum
minister, leading the Petroleum
Ministry’s headquarters for su-

pervision of fuel supply, manager
of gas fields development plan,
director general of supervision of
oil products exports and technical
inspection, member of the board
of directors of the Iranian Central
Oil Fields Company, (ICOFC)
director for planning at ICOFC,
deputy head of the combined
planning division at NIOC and
deputy petroleum minister for
supervision on hydrocarbon
resources.General director for
supervision of oil products trade
and export at the Petroleum Min-
istry, managing director of Naf-
tiran Intertrade Company as well
as vice-chairman of the board of
directors of Naftiran Intertrade
Company are other managerial
posts he has been in charge of
while serving at the Petroleum
Ministry.

of Technology.He has already

@
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Paknejad Wielding Problem-Solving Approach

The former managing director of the National
Petrochemical Company (NPC) Behzad
Mohammadi has described the proposed
petroleum minister as a capable manager with
deep knowledge of the oil industry.

Speaking with Shana reporter, Mohammadi
referred to a period of his cooperation with
Paknejad in the 12th administration as deputy
minister, noting the nominee for Petroleum
Ministry is a strong and decisive manager
with a problem-solving approach which is
very important for running the Petroleum
Ministry and enables him to overcome vari-
ous challenges.Praising Paknejad’s satisfac-
tory scientific and educational background,
he said that the nominee for the Petroleum
Ministry belongs to the oil industry and has
grown in the sector which is very important
because if someone is chosen from outside
the oil industry as petroleum minister it takes
time to become familiar with the industry and
will be damaging due to lack of knowledge
of the oil industry and its extensive functions.
The former CEO of the NPC pointed out

that the minister of petroleum is a pioneer,
policy maker, and developer and emphasized
that mastery of the three pillars of planning,
production, and trade in the oil industry is
one of the most important things for the
success of the minister of petroleum, noting
that Paknajad has the necessary work experi-
ence and can take great steps towards the oil
industry development.He further emphasized
that the next minister of petroleum should
pay more attention to the petrochemical sec-

tor as an industry that creates value-added
and can act as the driving force of develop-
ment while making an important contribution
to the country’s foreign exchange revenues.
Iranian president Masoud Pezeshkian has
proposed Mohsen Niknejad as the nominee
for the Petroleum Ministry.Over the recent
days, a growing number of oil industry man-
agers have spoken in favor of Paknejad, who
will be the 14th administration’s minister

of petroleum in case of securing the vote of
confidence.Born in 1966 in the capital city of
Tehran, Mohsen Paknejad has a bachelor’s
degree in electrical engineering from Tehran
University and a master’s degree in Industrial
engineering from the AmirKabir University
of Technology.He has already served in the
Petroleum Ministry as the deputy minister of
petroleum for supervision over hydrocarbon
resources from 2018 to 2021.Paknejad started
his career in the early 1990s in the Ministry
of Energy and then moved to the Petroleum
Ministry in 1997 where he has served in dif-
ferent managerial posts.

Optimizing Consumption,
the Only Solution for Gas
Imbalance

[

Managing director of the National Iranian
Gas Company (NIGC) says that optimiz-
ing energy consumption is the only solu-
tion to the problem of gas imbalance.
NIGC’s managing director Majid Che-
geni made the remarks during the official
commissioning ceremony of the “Dorahi-
Dashtak-Nehbandan” gas pipeline, noting
that many records were set in the coun-
try’s gas industry in the last three years of
the 13th administration in office.He said
that the construction of more than 1,800
kilometers of high-pressure transmission
pipelines, the implementation of about
53,000 kilometers of rural and urban gas
networks, the installation of more than
990,000 gas meters, and the supply of
gas to more than 24 power plants and
21,000 industrial units are some of these
important measures, which have increased
employment and production in the past
three years.Referring to the gas supply to
50 cities during the three years of the 13th
administration in office, he said: 45 years
after the victory of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, finally, in the 13th administration,
gas supply to more than 6,800 villages in
difficult-to-reach and low-income areas
was completed. The NIGC’s CEO added
that supporting knowledge-based compa-
nies and building seven pressure boosting
stations, including 24 compressors, are
measures that originated from the jihadist
spirit of the martyred president Ibrahim
Raisi.Referring to the issue of gas-saving
certificates, Chegeni announced that with
the issuance of gas-saving certificates,
suitable grounds have been provided for
applicants to invest in energy consump-
tion optimization.Stating that optimizing
energy consumption is the only way to
prevent natural gas imbalance, he contin-
ued: In the cold season of the year, about
850 million cubic meters of natural gas
are injected into the national network ev-
ery day, which is a significant figure and
this huge number is indicative of wasteful
consumption.According to him, this incor-
rect consumption is the reason behind the
13th administration’s decision to provide
the necessary grounds for issuing energy-
saving certificates in all industrial units of
the country which guarantees the returns
in case of saving natural gas consump-
tion.The NIGC’s CEO further said that
the construction of Qom-Parchin gas
transmission pipeline, Aradan gas pres-
sure boosting station, and reinforcing
Torbat-Haidaryeh gas pipeline network
are among the measures taken to maintain
the stability of the natural gas supply in
the northeast of the country.
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